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New Online Dashboard Shows Public Transit Access to Child Care in Omaha, Lincoln 

LINCOLN, Neb. – First Five Nebraska has launched the Child Care and Public Transit Dashboard, a first-of-
its-kind interac�ve resource that maps the proximity of child care programs to public transit routes and 
stops in Douglas, Lancaster and Sarpy coun�es. The dashboard was produced in partnership with Child 
Care Aware of America (CCAoA) and the Alliance for Early Success.  

Housed on First Five Nebraska’s website (FirstFiveNebaska.org/cc-public-transit-dashboard), the new, 
online resource is intended to give policymakers, public administrators, employers, urban planners and 
economic developers prac�cal insight into the challenges and opportuni�es involved in coordina�ng two 
major aspects of metropolitan infrastructure: child care and public transit. According to the dashboard, 
only about 45.5% of all licensed child care providers serving children under age 6 are located within a 10-
minute walk of a public transit stop in the Lincoln and Greater Omaha metro areas.   

“Loca�on and transporta�on op�ons are key components of child care accessibility,” said Jason Prokop, 
director of First Five Nebraska. “This new tool offers an important snapshot of the current landscape that 
will allow us to take a more informed approach to helping the thousands of working parents in Omaha 
and Lincoln who rely on public transit to access child care and get to their jobs.”  

 The Child Care and Public Transit Dashboard enables users to: 

• Map the proximity of child care programs to 19 public transit routes in Lincoln and 27 routes in 
Omaha, including the proposed Omaha streetcar; 

• View pop-up windows with detailed informa�on about individual child care programs, including 
program type, par�cipa�on and step ra�ng in Step Up to Quality, and whether subsidy is 
accepted; 

• Use filters to iden�fy child care providers based on program characteris�cs as well as distance 
and walking �me from the nearest public transit stop; 

• Toggle layers to reveal child care providers, transit lines and data related to children under age 6. 

https://www.firstfivenebraska.org/cc-public-transit-dashboard/


Partner agency CCAoA, a na�onal organiza�on that works with more than 500 child care resource and 
referral agencies, led the dashboard’s technical development.  

“When families have access to child care, our whole economy benefits. However, in order to access child 
care, families have to be able to get to their child care programs,” shared Anne Hedgepeth, Chief of 
Policy and Advocacy with Child Care Aware of America. “This project illustrates for states and 
communi�es how they can make higher quality programs more accessible for our country’s families with 
young children, which is good for families, communi�es, and our economy.”   

The project was developed with the generous support of the Alliance for Early Success, which provides 
technical assistance and targeted investments for early childhood advocacy na�onwide that are pursuing 
policies that improve outcomes for young children. The licensed child care program data analyzed by 
First Five Nebraska was provided by the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services. The Child 
Care and Public Transit Dashboard can be accessed at FirstFiveNebaska.org/cc-public-transit-dashboard. 

 

About First Five Nebraska: First Five Nebraska is a nonpar�san public policy organiza�on established in 
2011 to strengthen the state’s early childhood system as a key driver of opportunity and quality of life for 
all Nebraskans. FFN works with officials in local, state and federal government, business and economic 
leaders, early childhood professionals and other stakeholders to iden�fy, research and promote well-
informed, fiscally responsible policies and solu�ons addressing the care, educa�on and healthy 
development of young children—at home with their parents, in child care se�ngs or in school-based 
early childhood programs. For more informa�on, visit www.FirstFiveNebraska.org. 
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