
January 18, 2022 

Senator Lynne Walz, Chair 
Members of the Education Committee 
Nebraska Legislature 

Re: LB758 

Chairwoman Walz and Member of the Education Committee, 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Sara Howard and I am a policy advisor at 
First Five Nebraska. First Five Nebraska is a statewide public policy organization focused on 
promoting quality early care and learning opportunities for Nebraska’s youngest children. I am 
here in support of LB758 to include early childhood programs into the Farm to School program 
established last year.  

Last year, Senator Brandt passed LB396 the Nebraska Farm to School bill to fund an FTE at the 
Department of Education to support schools as they connect with local farms to get fresh, healthy 
food into their cafeterias and classrooms. When the bill passed last year, the language offered the 
support from the FTE exclusively to elementary and secondary schools. After discussions with 
NDE it was decided that this language did not include early childhood education programs. LB758 
rectifies that prohibition and allows the FTE at the Department of Education to provide this 
support to early childhood programs as defined in 79-1101 which include pre-kindergartens 
(part-day and full-day) and in-home family support programs that have a stated purpose of 
promoting social, emotional, intellectual, language, physical and aesthetic development and 
learning from birth to kindergarten-entrance age.  

Healthy eating in early childhood is critical to ensure optimal brain development, physical growth 
and early adoption of eating habits. The CDC recommends children ages 2-5 follow a healthy 
eating pattern including a variety of fruits and vegetables, whole grains, protein and dairy 
products.1 Between 2003 and 2010 total fruit intake among children and adolescents increased, 
however most children still do not meet fruit and vegetable recommendations.2 Supporting early 
childhood programs in connecting with local farms to provide fresh, healthy food for children can 
make a true difference in the lives of Nebraska’s youngest citizens and LB758 would provide that 
support.  

Nebraska is so fortunate to have producers in our very own backyard who feed Nebraska and the 
country as a whole. Making the connection between these local farmers and early childhood 

1 https://www.cdc.gov/healthyschools/nutrition/facts.htm 
2 Kim SA, Moore LV, Galuska D, et al. Vital Signs: Fruit and vegetable intake among children—United States, 2003–2010. 
MMWR. 2014; 63(No. RR-31):671–6. 
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providers helps contribute to growing our little Nebraska minds and bodies to support our 
communities. Having the support of staff at the Nebraska Department of Education is the best way 
to bridge the gap between local agriculture and early childhood providers.  
 
I want to thank Senator Brandt for bringing LB758 to include early childhood education programs 
in the Farm to School program. I am happy to answer any follow-up questions the committee may 
have.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sara Howard 
Policy Advisor 
First Five Nebraska 
 
 
 
 


