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Creating a Strong Policy Framework to Support
Infants and Toddlers at Risk

Planning Grant

In 2019, First Five Nebraska (FFN) was awarded a Pritzker Children’s Initiative Prenatal-to-Age-3 planning grant
focused on significantly improving, through policy change, the healthy development and school readiness of
Nebraska children from the prenatal period to age 3.

A stakeholder-informed policy landscape analysis, conducted in close collaboration with the Preschool Develop-
ment Grant (PDG) Needs Assessment and Strategic Planning teams, identified policy changes that could create
measurable improvements in children’s outcomes in these categories:

High-quality early childhood care and education services
Parent engagement and support

State system efliciencies and capacity to support integration
State system efliciencies and capacity for data integration
Access to essential services for early childhood development

Implementation Grant

In 2020, First Five Nebraska received a three-year grant to implement
First Five Nebraska the strategies identified in the planning grant. The Nebraska Prena-
tal-to-Age-3 plan moves us toward a system in which state and commu-
nity leaders work together to advance quality and equitable programs,
services and systems for pregnant women, infants, toddlers and their
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Expand home-visitation programs by maintaining existing funding for Sixpence while securing new fund-
ing such as Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA), Nebraska Maternal, Infant, Early Childhood
Home Visiting (NMIECHV) and Early Head Start.

® |ncrease availability of affordable, high-quality child care for low-income infants and toddlers
across diverse settings assuring equitable participation of families, children and providers of diverse
race/ethnicity/language.
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achieve common goals. and social service sup-
Support development and implementation of Early Childhood Integrated ports so children and
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Support recommendations to restructure Nebraska’s early childhood
governance and financing system to eliminate barriers to full-day, year-round, high-quality, affordable early
care and education regardless of the setting parents choose.

Develop strategies toward fully funding full-day, year-round early care and education, with special focus
on infants and toddlers.

All strategies will be implemented with activities/actions to assure equitable participation of families, chil-
dren and providers of diverse race/ethnicity/language.

Leadership: Prenatal-To-Three (PN-3) Coalition

State agency leaders, nonprofits, direct service providers, higher education, philanthropy and policymakers have
long been recognized as leading the charge on behalf of our state’s youngest and most vulnerable children. However,
the PN-3 Coalition partnership also includes business and economic leaders to strengthen quality early childhood
programming as a key strategy for economic development and workforce productivity. Collectively, PN-3 Coalition
stakeholders represent the perspectives of working parents, employers, economic developers and child care provid-
ers, with special focus on infants, toddlers and prenatal mothers who face equity challenges.

For more information or to get involved, contact Amy Bornemeier, abornemeier@firstfivenebraska.org
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